HOW A NATION WAS HOAXED
an undistinguished opening there should develop one of those
classic encounters between two doughty antagonists which
stand out in the annals of Parliament like illuminations on a
medieval manuscript. Baldwin and Churchill are old
adversaries. As orators they resembled Cicero and Catiline
and each could have taken the other's role. Since Churchill
left the * Shadow Cabinet' he had had many spectacular bouts
with Baldwin., one of which, on the India Bill threatened
seriously to split the Conservative Party,
This time the duel arose on a matter, not only of para-
mount importance in itself, but for reasons of parliamentary
tactics, ideal for ChurehilPs purpose, The Safety of the
People.' What a classic theme ! Salus popitli supnma est lex.
The safety of the people is the supreme task of any Govern-
ment. Cicero's great philippic against Catiline had for its
text the Senate's decree : fi That the Consuls should take care
that the Republic: receive no harm/ It was the indictment of
Churchill that the safety and security of the British people
were in grave jeopardy through the negligence, delay, and
vacillation of the Government, and for this held Baldwin
directly responsible.
Rising from his seat on the Front Bench below the gangway
on the flank of the Treasury Bench, where literally and meta-
phorically he is a thorn in the side of the Government, Churchill
proceeded to deliver one (if those speeches which have made
him famous as the only orator loft in the Conservative Party.
His speeches are admirable compositions and have the literary
brilliance whieh one would expect from such a master of
English prose. J le deals hammer blows at his antagonist but,
as was said of Carlyle, it is a trip-hammer with an aeolian
attachment:. His attack on Baldwin on this occasion was
formidable, viporoxis, and uncompromising. He had absolute*
mastery of his brief, his argument was reasonable, and his
analysis acute, He could fairly claim that for four years he
had sounded a note of alarm on this question of defence. He
had been, in fact, an unregarded John the Baptist crying in
the wilderness : * Flee from the wrath to come,' Latterly his
warning cry had come to be more heard and heeded, and his
support in the Home had become large enough to be alarmittg
to the Government,
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